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         ñOpere et Veritateò   1 John  3,18 

My Brothers,  
This month, I attended the North Georgia Council Officers meeting at Holy Family parish in Marietta. I was 
pleased to see and meet so many brothers who support Father McGivneyôs vision of Catholic men support-
ing each other, their families, and their faith. 
  
August seems to be a particularly good month to reflect on our humble beginnings because this month marks 
the birth and death of our founder, Father Michael McGivney. Forming the first council in 1882 with 24 
men, he started a movement that originally embraced the principles of ñcharityò and ñunityò. Originally 
called the ñSons of Columbusò, Father McGivney strove to strengthen religious faith and to provide for the 
financial needs of families upon the death of the breadwinner. 
 
Today, our Order is 1.9 million brothers strong, with 14,000 councils active in 13 countries. We are an      
integral part of this Catholic fraternal movement by focusing on activities and events that serve to    
strengthen our faith, our parish, and each other through the principles of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity. 
 

Month in Review 
 
Movie Night. Brother Bryan Kler and his kids, Camdyn, Owen and McKenna, along with help from John 
Nelson, Steve Strong, Bill Sculley, Cliff Phillips, and Steve Pfister, held another fun, family movie night. 
Showcasing Finding Nemo, an engaging movie that appeals to both kids and adults alike, the Movie Night 
activity is one of our Youth Programôs foundational activities to engage both our parish children and their 
families. 
 
Bingo. This month, we enjoyed another large turnout, increasing from last monthôs record 170 paid players 
to 187 paid players. Brothers EJ Couvillion and Woody Jones were singled out for their behind-the-scenes 
work that ñmost folks do not see or know how much you both have contributedò. 
 
Installation Ceremony. Your councilôs elected and appointed officers were installed by our new District Dep-
uty, Brother John Knight. Thanks to Brother Bill Driscoll for the setup and grill cooking after the ceremony. 
 

Upcoming Activities. Weôre coming out of our summer lull and activities are starting to pick up with: 
 
Next business meeting is Tuesday, 2 August. Weôll continue with adding a bit of fun to the meetingôs end 
with a five question trivia. A free beverage to the five brothers with the correct answer. Bring your appetite; 
Brother Greg Kane is serving a Lasagna feast with all the fixings! 
 
Sat, 20 Aug. Whitewater Outing for kids and parents of the parish. Contact Brother Bryan Kler for ticket 
information. 
 
Sat, 20 Aug. Dunwoody Butterfly Festival. A memorable volunteer activity where all we do is cook and enjoy 
the dayôs festive spirit. Signup via our councilôs August Activities/Events email SignUp Genius coming out in 
a day or two.  
 
Thu, 25 Aug. Bingo. 7:30 PM start time for players. Contact Brother Dominic Palermo to volunteer. 
 
Fri, 26 Aug. Family Movie Night. Doors open at 6:30 PM with the movie, 
The Force Awakens, starting at 7 PM. We have popcorn and beverages; you 
bring the wife and kids! 
 
And beyond Augusté September and October will be all-hands-on-deck! 
months with the Fall Festival, pumpkin offloading, Habitat for Humanity, 
recruiting weekend, and pumpkins sales. We need your support from late 
September through October! 
 

My Parting Commentsé 
Starting this month, one of our brother clergy will speak five-seven minutes 
on a spiritual theme. During two of our meetings this year, weôll modify the 

business meeting agenda for a speaker who will deliver a slightly more in 
depth spiritual/inspirational theme. During my discussions with many of 
you, you asked to increase the spiritual side of the business meeting. My goal 
continues to keep all our business meetings to an hour and ten minutes.   

http://www.kofccouncil1394.org/McGivney.pdf
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Meet Your Council Chancellor 
Last month we featured your new Grand Knight and Deputy Grand Knight in our July        
newsletter. Going forward, we will feature other officers every month. You need to know these 
fine individuals and their wives and families. We are blessed with extraordinary leadership. 

Dick and Melinda Marklein 

 As a young teenager growing up on a Wisconsin 
dairy farm, I could have never expected that my 
professional and personal interests would have 
me settling in Georgia after retirement.  
 
I was blessed to have loving parents who led by 
example and taught me the values of hard work and 
helping neighbors in need. Coming from this modest 
family upbringing, I funded all of my undergraduate 
college and graduate school education in the engineering 
and science fields.  
 
It was during my undergraduate years that I met 
my wife Melinda, a Madison, Wisconsin ócity girlô, 
and we have been married now for almost 37 
years. We were married the day before the Iranian 
hostage crisis in 1979, and take no credit for   
starting that international incident!  
 
We have been blessed with three wonderful,  
talented children (two sons and a daughter) who 
are now off starting their own life journeys. My two 
sons are married, and we now have our first   
grandchild éé and hoping for many more! 

 
I am most grateful to my family for their support and resilience as we moved many times 
in my 31-year career with Kimberly-Clark. One of those moves was to the Upper Penin-
sula (UP) of Michigan on Lake Superior, where my childrenôs first winter experience was 
surviving a record 271-inch annual snowfall. Really!!  Our next family move was to    
Vermont and after the UP experience, it seemed like we were moving to the Sunbelt. 
 
   As I approach my 3

rd
 year as a member of the Knights of Columbus, it is an honor to 

serve you as Chancellor for another year.  Your continued support and participation in 
member recruiting and degree advancement resulted in impressive 2015/2016 fraternal 
year results for Council 11402, and I hope you will join me in achieving our 2016/2017 
goals. Specifically, our membership recruiting goal is even tougher this fraternal year ï 
35 new members.   
 
Thank you in advance for your involvement in our upcoming Fall and Spring Member-
ship Drives, Open House Socials, and informal conversations/dialogue with prospective 
Catholic men. You really do make a difference! 

 
All the best to my Brother Knights and please know your efforts are greatly appreci-
ated. 
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Installation Ceremony for New Officers 

On July 10th our officers for the 
2016-2017 Fraternal Year were in-
stalled in a ceremony facilitated by 
District Deputy John Knight, Dis-
trict Warden Lou Hlad, and Acting 
Chaplain Msgr. James Fennessy. 
 
Outgoing Grand Knight Dean  
Trantow introduced the District 
Deputy who then officiated, while 
Msgr.  Fennessy blessed all the  
medallions of office in preparation 
of  presenting them around officer 
necks. Hlad first presented him    
his chaplain medallion. 
 
The officers then approached the   
sanctuary in the formation of a 
cross. The District Deputy read    
the formal charge of office to each     
recipient and then presented  each 
their specific medallion. 
 
Officers who were not able to      
attend had stand-ins to receive the 
proper medallion of office. Most 
wives attended as well. 
 
This is a very formal and beautiful 
ceremony of the Order and every 
brother should observe it. 
 
A reception for all was held in 
McGivney Hall afterward. 
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